REAL HOMES Country Renovation

A BROAD

MIND

Caroline and Philip Search restored this
magnificent Queen Anne house on

the edge of Norfolk's Wroxham Broads

secluded gardens, wid meadows and woodlands sils

Grade || listed Broad House. This 16th-century Queen
Anne country homea and its estate first caught the eve of
Caroline and Phillp Search when they saw it for sale on the
front pape of a local newspaper. "Wea had been grazing the
market and had locked &t a faw properties but they just
wren't for us,” Carcline recalls. “We originaly planned to
purchase something smalier but nothing guite it the bill
Broad House, however, had exactly what we were lookng
for and mora.”

Dtays later the couple went 10 view the property first hand,

“A= soon as we walked through the door wi fad in love with
i," says Cangline. "It's a parfact private bulding, full of
character, so Philp and | wem instantly cominced thal guesis
would appreciate its warm and homely atmosphera, From fhat
moment on we became very axcited, and bagan drawing
plans mmediately.”

S itusted beside trancguil waters and sumounded by

In Good Company
Az part of the buying process Carcling and Philip had to agree
to an interview reganding their ambitions for the property. This
would be conductad by tha har of the estate, Mr Trafford,
whoss famity had ved at Broad House for more than 50
vears, "With the passing of his father, and with hes brothers
and sistar having left home, his mother Bved alone in this lange
house with the housekespar and gardenar for company,” says
Caroline. "Interestingly, the same gardenar, Mixe Skipper, has
worked for the Traftords since he was a lad, Hs mother was
the family's cook and they Iived in the coach house. Mike has
boen o for 33 years and continues o work hare today.”
The couple sold thesr previous bam comversion and
moved into renfed accommaodation a mile away from Broadd
Housa, The sale was completed in January 2007 and so
Caroling and Philip wene abla to move on site into the coach
house, Using a trusted fteam of local bullders and decorators it
ook six months to mnovate the main house, redquiring window

'he layout upstairs was perfect for our renovation plans. |

allowed us 1o
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ensure that all nine bedrooms were en suite

wt

¥
3

Lar




PERIODIDEAS.COM 27




REAL HOMES Country Renovation

t's alwavs been a dream of mine to have a room dedicated to our books,
tl

so | was thrilled when we had a local ge

and rool repairs, & new heating system, rewinng and
replumbing.

A Clean Break

Caroline oversaw the renovation herself, teking the roles of
project marager and interior designer, “The layout upstairs
was st perfect and was ona of the things that excited us tha
mast about the housse,” Carcline says, "Wherever we knocked
through there was eithar a family bathrooem, small bedroom or
faundry room next door, which meant we wen able (o ensum
that all rine bedrooms now hawe an en suite bathroom.” Her
main focus was to create indhidual, timeless intadors with
homespun touchas. She puls her success down to a passion
for pattern and colour. *For years I'va collected pictures of
landscapas and water scenes and expenmented with colour
a5 a hobby,” sha explains. "5o it wasn't at all difficult to
choose diffierent schames for each room.”

Opting fior giamorous fabeics, Cancline designed mood
boards for each room and two local intenor dasign companies
provided a haiping hand. “Jane and Roger Page at The Red
Shed and upholsterser Juis Handforth-Doidge of JHD Intericrs
ware great,” she says, “Julle covered all six sofas that came
with us from our pravious home. With such a fabulous choice
of fabrics | coukd have designed ancther 60 badroomst”
Cargling also discovarad furmiture items in antique fairs and
hotel clegrances, whila purchasing several pieces from local
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company Enc Bates, including a magnificent four-poster
bad thal ook four months o craft. "Eric also designed the
Dookshehves in the library,” says Caroling. “This finally fulfilled
a drearm of ming 10 have a room dedicated to our books.®

The Best-Laid Plans
Carcling had a very clear view of what she wanted for the
bathrooms, and evenything passible was dong to achieve
this, but har ambiiows ideas wenen't quite achisvabile. "We
wouid have fiked stone fles and underdioor heating in & the
bathrooms,” she explains. “Unforlunately this was
impossible due to the structura and age of the buiding, so
we opted for a durable lury classic cak Karndean vinyl
that looks just ke natural flooning.” As well as the main
housa, Cangline and Phiip have also put a lof of tima and
thought into rencvating the cutbuldings, most recently
transtarming the 16th-century thatched bam into a majestc
rustic venue. They even convertad a former office
outbuilding into a luwry retirement flat for Caroling's panants
The renovation was completed back in 2007, just in
time for the amval of their son Hanry two weeks later.
“Considering we hadn't anticipated renawing the roal
and re-plumbing the entire house, it's amazing that we
only overran by two weeks,” says Caroling, "The house
has more than lived up to our expectations and |
absolutelty adora It Whan we have tima to ourselves wa
lowe escaping down to the jetty or taking the boat out
onto the Broads, which is an absolute treat, Broad
House is simply a lovely place to be and makes peophe
very happy when they wvisit,”
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‘m Feelings

If you want to add some timeless chamm to your home
why not do it with pernicd-style radiators? The Oid Radiator
Company speciaises in the specification, restoration,
refurbishment and bespoke supply of orginal cast iron

fators, and each is suppiad fully tested and compatible
with modern central heating systerns, Call 01233 B50 082 or
wisit thecldraciatorcompany.co.uk to sea the numsnous sties
and finishes availalie.

Strong Roots

With over 50 species of tres on the grount
baautifully-nurtured gardans have been kept as nalural as
possible to help support the wildiife. “Mrs Trafford was
extremely passionate about the gardens, s

saa today s pretty much hos 8BS When we came
here,” Cangling adds. " ¢ utaly love gardaning and
come from a family of enthisi gandeners. We: have
tha most fantas stablished asparagus beds that have
been there for over 60 years. W try to grow as much as
possibie so that thare's always freshiy-picked produce
from the markist garden available.”

FIND OUT MORE

I you've been inspired by Caroling and Philp's success, wiy
st Broad Housa yoursalt? The coupsa run it as a uxury
hoted, Call 01603 783 567 or vislt broadhousshotel.couk
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